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Welcome
Dear Colleagues,

Welcome to the 6th Annual Conference of the
Kansas Society of Interventional Pain Physicians
(KSIPP), held September 18-19, 2026, at the
Kansas City Convention Center.
We’re excited to bring together leading
experts, practitioners, and industry partners
for two days of high-quality education,
collaboration, and innovation in interventional
pain management. This year’s agenda
features cutting-edge techniques, clinical
updates, and practical insights designed to
enhance patient care and professional
growth.
Thank you to our speakers, attendees, sponsors,
and the KSIPP leadership team for making this
event possible. We’re glad you’re here and hope
you have a rewarding and inspiring conference
experience.

Mayank Gupta, MD
CEO-President

Ted Braun, MD
Course Director

Mayank Gupta, MD
President

 Jared Scott, MD
Vice President

 
Rodney Jones, MD

Secretary
 

Mahoua Ray, MD
Treasurer

 
Jon Parks, MD

Director at Large

Pravardhan Birthi, MD
Advisor

Organizing Committee
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Jeff Foster, MD Jessica Forbes, DNP,
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Matt Castinado, MD Morteza Rabii, DPN,
AGPCNP-BC

Nabil Sibai, MD

Mayank Gupta, MD

Pankaj Mehta, MD Patrick McGinn, PA-C Peyton J. Murin, MD

Rakhi Dayal, MD

Paras Shah, MD

Rany T. Abdallah, MD Rodney Jones, MD

Saad Syed, MD Samuel Murala, MD

Roopa Sethi, MD

Sam Taylon, MD Satish Reddy, MD

Shravani Durbhakula, MD Sri Nalamachu, MD

Sherin Fetouh, MD

Steven Kosa, MD

Puja C. Shah, DO

Ted Braun, MD

Twinkal Dalal, MD

Timothy Sowder, MD

Vinny Francio, MD Vivek Mehta, MD Zohra Hussaini,
MSN, FNP-BC, MBA
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AWARD CEREMONY
Honoring Excellence in Pain Management

Konstantin Slavin, MD
Lifetime Achievement Award

John Prunskis, MD
 Leader and Advocacy Award
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Enter through the Loews Hotel entrance, then walk toward the air bridge. Cross the air
bridge into the convention center. From there, continue walking about two blocks inside
the building until you reach the 2500-level meeting rooms (rooms 2504, 2505).

REGISTRATION HOURS
Friday, September 18, 7:00 AM-4:00 PM
Saturday, September 19, 7:00 AM -3:00 PM 

ACCME Accreditation Statement
This activity has been planned and implemented in accordance with the accreditation
requirements and policies of the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical
Education (ACCME) through the joint providership of the Institute for Medical Studies
(IMS) and Kansas Society of Interventional Pain Physicians (KSIPP). IMS is accredited by
the ACCME to provide continuing medical education for physicians.

AMA Credit Designation Statement
The Institute for Medical Studies designates this live course for a maximum of 15.0 AMA
PRA Category 1 Credit(s)™. Physicians should claim only the credit commensurate with
the extent of their participation in the activity.

MEALS
• Breakfast Symposium is offered on Saturday at 7:15 AM in Room 2505
• Coffee, tea and snacks will be served in the Exhibition Hall (Foyer)
 throughout the program
• Lunch Symposia are offered on Friday and Saturday in Room 2505
• Reception on Friday from 5:15 PM in the Exhibition Hall (Room 2505)
• Faculty Dinner on Friday from 7:00 PM in the Loews Hotel Restaurant Private Room
(invitation only)
• Evening Networking Reception — Cocktails, Music & Social @ Laila Lounge
(1717 W 9th Street Kansas City, Missouri)

GENERAL INFORMATION
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VENUE
Kansas City Convention Center

301 W 13th Street #100 Kansas City, MO 64105
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 BADGES
For security purposes, all delegates and speakers are asked to wear their name badges
at all times during the meeting. If you misplace your name badge, please go to the
Registration Desk to arrange for a replacement.

COMMERCIAL EXHIBITION
The exhibition will be open from Friday, September 18 through Saturday, September 19.
Delegates will have the opportunity to meet representatives of pharmaceutical and
diagnostic equipment companies at their booths to discuss new developments and
receive up-to-date product information.

PROGRAM CHANGES
The organizers cannot assume liability for any changes in the scientific program.
Organizers will do their best to keep the participants up to date, and any possible
changes in the program will be immediately communicated.

LOST AND FOUND
Any found item may be turned into the Registration Desk. Inquiries about lost items can
be directed to the Registration Desk also.

MOBILE PHONES
Please respect the speakers and presenters by ensuring that your mobile phone is
switched off during the scientific sessions.

8

KSIPPKSIPP 20262026
ANNUAL CONFERENCEANNUAL CONFERENCE6th6th



8:15 - 8:30 AM Welcome and Introduction
Mayank Gupta, MD, Ted Braun, MD

8:30 - 9:00 AM 2026 CDC & DEA Opioid Prescribing Guidelines: Clinical Implications for
Pain Practitioners
Samuel Murala, MD

FRIDAY,  SEPTEMBER 18,  2026

Session 1 (8:30-10:00 AM)
Moderator: Samuel Murala, MD

9:00-9:20 AM Opioid Risk Assessment: Tools, Screening, and PDMP Utilization in 
Clinical Practice
Morteza Rabii, DNP, APRN, AGPCNP-BC

9:20-9:40 AM MATE Act Compliance & Buprenorphine Prescribing for Pain: 
What Every Pain Physician Must Know
Nabil Sibai, MD

9:40-10:00 AM Analgesics in the Post-Opioid Era: Updates on Buprenorphine for
Chronic Pain: Transitioning from Opioids
Zohra Hussaini, MSN, FNP-BC, MBA

10:00-10:30 AM Coffee Break

Session 2 (10:30 AM – 12:15 PM)
Moderator: Samuel Murala, MD

10:30-10:50 AM

Opioid Prescribing Fundamentals
& Risk Stratification

Medication Management —
Opioids & Adjuvants

Long-Acting vs. Short-Acting Opioids: Individualized Selection, Titration
& Monitoring
Samuel Murala, MD
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11:50–12:10 PM Panel Discussion: Opioid Management in Elderly & Medically Complex
Patients: Polypharmacy, Falls & Safety
Moderator: Zohra Hussaini, MSN, FNP-BC, MBA
Panel members: Morteza Rabii, DNP, APRN, AGPCNP-BC,  Patrick
McGinn, PA-C,  Jessica Forbes, DNP, FNP-C, Jason Orallo, NP

12:10-12:15 PM

10:50-11:10 AM Panel Discussion: Non-Opioid Adjuvant Pharmacotherapy:
SNRIs, Anticonvulsants, TCAs & Muscle Relaxants in Chronic Pain
Moderator: Vivek Mehta, MD
Panel members: Samuel Murala, MD, Twinkal Dalal, MD, Allison Bell, MD,
Mahoua Ray, MD

11:10-11:30 AM Opioid-Induced Hyperalgesia: Recognition, Prevention & Management
Sherin Fetouh, MD

11:30-11:50 AM Role of Topical Analgesics in Acute & Chronic Pain
Sri Nalamachu, MD

Q&A

12:15-1:15 PM Lunch Symposium
Sponsored by Legally Mine
Speaker: Monte Hudson
No CME Credit hours are available for this session.

Session 3 (1:15-3:20 PM)
Moderator: Zohra Hussaini, MSN, FNP-BC, MBA

1:15-1:35 PM Panel Discussion: Treating Chronic Pain in Patients with Substance Use
Disorder: OUD, MAT & the Pain-Addiction Overlap 
Moderator: Roopa Sethi, MD
Panel members: Vivek Mehta, MD, Nabil Sibai, MD, Rakhi Dayal, MD

Special Populations & Challenging
Clinical Scenarios

1:35-1:55 PM Opioid Management in Cancer Survivorship & Palliative Care:
Balancing Efficacy & Risk
Hemant Kalia, MD
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1:55- 2:15 PM Urine Drug Monitoring: Interpretation, Emerging Assays &
Medicolegal Implications
Samuel Murala, MD

2:15-2:40 PM Next Generation Compounds for Epidural Injection: Review of Data
and Efficacy
Sri Nalamachu, MD

2:40-2:55 PM Panel Discussion: Allogeneic Allograft for Discogenic Pain
Moderator: Danny Neuman, MD
Panel members:  Andrew Sack, MD, Jeff Foster, MD, 
Timothy Sowder, MD

Session 4 (3:30-5:15 PM)
Moderator: Allison Bell, MD

3:30-3:50 PM Fibromyalgia and Sublingual Cyclobenzapine Pharmaceutical Implications
Andrea Chadwick, MD

3:50-4:00 PM Novel Non-Opioid Na 1.7 Inhibitors and their Role in Pain Management
Usman Latif, MD

4:00-4:15 PM Percutaneous  Anterior Cruciate Ligament Reconstruction
Paras Shah, MD

4:15-4:30 PM ​ Panel Discussion: Regenerative Medicine; PRP vs. Stem Cells
Moderator: Usman Latif, MD
Panel members: Sherin Fetouh, MD, Hemant Kalia, MD, Nabil Sibai, MD,
Alexander Escobar, MD

Coffee Break2:55 - 3:30 PM

11



4:30-5:30 PM Welcome & Cocktail Reception 
Sponsored by BHI 

Fundraising 
(Do Like Duke Foundation ) 
https://www.dolikeduke.org/

7:00-10:00 PM ​Faculty Dinner (invitation only)
Sponsored by Saluda

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19,  2026

7:30-8:30 AM Breakfast Symposium Sponsored by Vertex
Unmet Needs in Acute Pain and the Role of Suzetrigine 
in Acute Pain Management 
Speaker: David Walker, PharmD, BCPS, BCIDP
No CME Credit hours are available for this session

Session 5 (8:30-9:50 AM)
 Moderator: Hemant Kalia, MD

8:30-8:50 AM ​Panel Discussion: Cervicogenic Headache. Diagnosis and Current
Treatment Strategies 
Moderator: Steven Kosa, MD
Panel members: Deetra Ford, MD, Allison Bell, MD, Jeremy Thompson, MD

8:50-9:10 AM Panel Discussion: Lumbar Facet Fusion - Indication and 
Long-term Efficacy.
Moderator: Dawood Sayed, MD
Panel members: Satish Reddy, MD, Pankaj Mehta, MD, 
Timothy Sowder, MD, Gurpreet Gandhoke, MD

Spinal Interventions — 
Evidence & Best Practices
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9:10-9:30 AM Panel Discussion: SI Joint Fusion: Posterior Transfixation vs Lateral
Fusion. Coding Compliance and Evidence
Moderator: Hemant Kalia, MD
Panel members: Wes Whitten, MD, Danny Neuman, MD, 
David Reece, MD, Alexander Bailey, MD

9:30-9:50 AM ​Panel Discussion: Multifidus Muscle Stimulation. Is it restorative?
Moderator: Vinny Francio, MD
Panel members: Saad Syed, MD, Jeff Foster, MD, Adam Grooms, MD,
Sherin Fetouh, MD

9:50-10:15 AM Coffee Break

Session 6 (10:15 AM-12:00 PM)
 Moderator: Rany T. Abdallah, MD

10:15-10:45 AM Panel Discussion: Spinal Cord Stimulation: Multiple Waveforms. How do
you choose?
Moderator: Rany T. Abdallah, MD
Panel members: Wes Whitten, MD, Rakhi Dayal, MD, Saad Syed, MD,
Alexander Bailey, MD

Panel Discussion: Intrathecal Drug Delivery Systems: Does it Fit into the
Chronic Pain Management Algorithm? Current Consensus in Drug
Selection
Moderator: Alaa Abd-Elsayed, MD
Panel members: Timothy Sowder, MD, Christopher Lam, MD

Peripheral & Regenerative
Interventions

10:45-11:05 AM

Panel Discussion: Discogenic Pain: Basivertebral Ablation, Allogeneic
Allograft, Disc Replacement. What is best for our patient?
Moderator: Jakob Dovgan, MD
Panel members: Sam Taylon, MD, Adam Grooms, MD, 
Shravani Durbhakula, MD, Satish Reddy, MD

11:05-11:20 AM
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11:20-11:35 AM Panel Discussion: Prior Authorization, Payers’ Policies & Advocacy:
Protecting Patient Access to Interventional Pain Care and Reimbursement
Moderator: Amol Soin, MD
Panel members: Hemant Kalia, MD, Malia Shirley, Dawn Sparks, DO

Panel Discussion: PNS for Focal Neuropathic Pain
Moderator: Konstantin Slavin, MD
Panel members: Shravani Durbhakula, MD, Alexander Escobar, MD,
Rodney Jones, MD, Hess Panjeton, MD

11:35-11:50 AM

Award Presentation11:50 AM -12:00 PM

Saturday Lunch Symposium Sponsored
by Boston Scientific
Speaker: Sailesh Arulkumar, MD, Hess Panjeton, MD
No CME Credit hours are available for this session

12:00-1:00 PM 

Panel Discussion: Minimally Invasive Posterior Arthrodesis. How effective
is it? Pearls for Successful Outcomes
Moderator: Usman Latif, MD
Panel Members: Christopher Lam, MD, Timothy Sowder, MD,  
Danny Neuman, MD, Saad Syed, MD

Session 7 (1:00-3:00 PM)
Moderator: Jeff Foster, MD

Back Pain: Unveiling the future of Minimally
Invasive Spine Surgery/Interventions.

1:00-1:15 PM

Endoscopic Discectomy: Path to Training, Coding and Insurance
Coverage Update
Didier Demesmin, MD

1:15-1:30 PM
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1:30-1:45 PM Panel Discussion: Minimally Invasive Procedure: How Can Pain
Management Physicians Partner with Spine Surgeons for Better Patient Care?
Moderator: Dawood Sayed, MD
Panel Members: Alexander Bailey, MD, Gurpreet Gandhoke, MD, 
Sam Taylon, MD, Adam Grooms, MD

Session 8 (3:30-4:30 PM)
Moderator: Shravani Durbhakula, MD

Panel Discussion: Post Op Considerations and Management for MIS
Procedures and Neuromodulation
Moderator: Zohra Hussaini, MSN, FNP-BC, MBA
Panel members: Morteza Rabii, DNP, APRN, AGPCNP-BC, 
Patrick McGinn, PA-C, MacKenzie Anderson, DPN, AGNP-C, Jessica Forbes,
DNP, FNP-C, Katie Fry, FNP-C

3:30-3:50 PM

Panel Discussion: Minimally Invasive Decompression along with Posterior
Arthrodesis – Will It Improve Outcomes?
Moderator: Konstantin Slavin, MD
Panel members: Wes Whitten, MD, Nabil Sibai, MD, Sherin Fetouh, MD,
Gurpreet Gandhoke, MD

1:45-2:00 PM​

Neuromodulation and MIS Procedures: Do Our Overseas Colleagues Do
Anything Different?
Vivek Mehta, MD

2:00-2:15 PM

3.50-4:10 PM ​Panel Discussion: Emerging Role of Artificial Intelligence in Pain
Medicine. How Will it Shape the Future in Research?
Moderator: Amol Soin, MD
Panel members: Shravani Durbhakula, MD, Usman Latif, MD, Vivek
Mehta, MD,  Dawn Sparks, DO

L5-S1 Foraminal Stenosis; Individual Experience and Data Presentation
Pankaj Mehta, MD

2:40-3:00 PM

​Coffee break3:00-3:30 PM 

Panel Discussion: The Future of Interventional Pain Management: Through
the Eyes of the Next Generation
Moderator: Ted Braun, MD
Panel members: Puja Shah, MD, Peyton Murin, MD, Ashlyn Brown, MD,
Matt Castinado, MD, Kelsey Gustafson, MD

2:15-2:40 PM​
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4:10-4:30 PM ​Panel Discussion: Ever-changing Landscape of Payers’ Policies and
Coverage. How can we collaborate with HHS?
Moderator: Hemant Kalia, MD
Panel members: Jared Scott, MD, David Reece, MD, 
Shravani Durbhakula, MD, John Prunskis, MD

Evening Networking Reception4:30-5:30 PM

Cocktails, Music & Social @ Laila Lounge9:00 PM onward
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COMPANY PROFILES

ABBOTT

Abbott is a global healthcare leader that helps people live
more fully at all stages of life. Our portfolio of life-
changing technologies spans the spectrum of healthcare,
with leading businesses and products in diagnostics,
medical devices, nutritionals and branded generic
medicines. Our 122,000 colleagues serve people in more
than 160 countries.

Connect with us at www.abbott.com and on LinkedIn,
Facebook, Instagram, X, and YouTube.

AVERITAS PHARMA

At Averitas Pharma, Inc., we strive to enable people with
pain to live and feel more like themselves. We are
currently helping patients by offering the only FDA
approved, non-opioid, topical system for the treatment of
neuropathic pain associated with postherpetic neuralgia
and diabetic peripheral neuropathy of the feet.
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BHI

Basic Home Infusion specializes in providing pharmacy
and nursing services for intrathecal pumps nationwide for
chronic pain and spasticity. Over 30 years of unmatched
experience and reputation providing patient specific
medications, at-home pump refills, dose titrations and MRI
support, with excellence in safety, quality, service and
access to optimize therapeutic outcomes and improve
quality of life.

BOSTON SCIENTIFIC

Boston Scientific provides physicians with essential
solutions to meet the needs of millions of patients suffering
from chronic pain and neurological conditions. Our
growing portfolio includes the WaveWriter Alpha™ Spinal
Cord Stimulator System, Nalu™ System for Peripheral
Nerve Stimulation, Intracept™ Procedure, GX1™
Radiofrequency Generator, and Vercise Genus™ Deep
Brain Stimulation System.



ESTEVE

Esteve Pharmaceuticals is an international specialty
pharmaceutical company, facilitating collaboration and
distribution of our pharmaceutical specialty products. We
keep the patient at the center of all we do, addressing
unmet medical needs through innovative, environmentally
sustainable solutions, while upholding our values: people
matter, transparency, and accountability. Esteve cares
about what we do and how we do it

Legally Mine is a leading legal services company focused
on protecting business and personal assets while
strategically lowering tax liabilities. Since 2007, we’ve
helped thousands of clients, primarily in the medical and
dental communities, safeguard their wealth and reduce
financial risks. Our core mission is to educate these
industries through powerful seminars and equip clients to
navigate excessive taxes. By combining proven asset
protection strategies with effective tax-saving techniques,
we deliver significant reductions in income taxes. Backed
by a solid track record, our time-tested strategies
consistently produce measurable results and secure lasting
financial benefits and peace of mind.
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LEGALLY MINE

DOCRX

DocRx revolutionizes healthcare delivery with innovative,
patient-centered solutions. We provide comprehensive
services, including compliance programs, prescription
dispensing, patient monitoring, and medical supplies, all
under one roof. Our mission is to set the standard in
healthcare innovation, ensuring every aspect of care is
efficient, accessible, and focused on patient well-being.

CURONIX

Curonix LLC is a medical technology company developing
therapies for chronic pain. The Freedom® PNS System is a
non-integrated, minimally invasive implant powered by
HF-EMC (High-Frequency Electromagnetic Coupling). It
includes a two-component implantable neurostimulator,
external transmitter, and NervPulse™ Therapy software
used to set patient-specific stimulation programs. Learn
more at curonix.com.



20

SALUDA
Saluda is transforming patients’ lives with disruptive
neural sensing technologies to revolutionize the field of
neuromodulation. The Evoke® System, the first
physiologic closed-loop SCS, is backed by 10+ years of
science and evidence including the landmark EVOKE
Study. The Evoke® System is now elevated with EVA ,
Saluda’s next generation sensing technology that scans and
analyzes a patient’s spinal cord at the touch of a button.

TM
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NEVRO

Nevro, a subsidiary of Globus Medical, is a medical device
company with a simple goal of helping patients suffering
from chronic pain achieve lasting relief. As the creator of
Nevro HFX™, a comprehensive solution for individualized
chronic pain relief, Nevro empowers physicians to meet
the diverse needs of patients through innovative
technologies, advanced therapies, comprehensive services
and support, and meaningful clinical evidence.
Backed by Globus Medical’s global scale, operational
excellence, and commitment to musculoskeletal innovation,
Nevro continues to advance its mission of helping to
improve patient care and expanding access to effective,
personalized pain relief solutions.
For more information, please visit www.nevro.com

MAINSTAY MEDICAL
ReActiv8 is an implantable medical device designed to
treat adults with intractable chronic low back pain (CLBP)
associated with multifidus muscle dysfunction, which may
be evidenced by imaging or physiological testing.
Candidates for ReActiv8 are patients with multifidus
muscle dysfunction who have failed other forms of
therapy (including pain medication and physical therapy)
and are not candidates for spine surgery. ReActiv8 has
received regulatory approval in several geographic areas,
and is commercially available in the European Economic
Area, Australia, the UK, and the US.
 

MEDTRONIC

We lead global healthcare technology, boldly attacking
the most challenging problems. Our Mission — to alleviate
pain, restore health, and extend life — unites a global team
of 90,000+ people, and our technologies transform the
lives of two people every second, every hour, every day.
Expect more from us. 
Medtronic. Engineering the extraordinary.
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STRYKER

Stryker is a global leader in medical technologies and,
together with our customers, we are driven to make
healthcare better. We offer innovative products and
services in MedSurg, Neurotechnology and Orthopaedics
that help improve patient and healthcare outcomes.
Alongside our customers around the world, we impact
more than 150 million patients annually. More information
is available at www.stryker.com.6T
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SPR

SPR is advancing pain management with the SPR®
SPRINT® PNS System — a non-opioid, non-surgical,
minimally invasive First-Line PNS™ treatment designed to
provide significant and sustained relief. Backed by the
largest body of clinical evidence in PNS, SPRINT PNS
offers a clinically proven, patient-centric and non-surgical
alternative to more invasive options.

SPINAL SIMPLICITY
Spinal Simplicity is a medical device company dedicated
to creating simple, innovative procedure solutions for our
physician partners to help improve their patient’s pain
and quality of life. A life where pain no longer defines the
day. That’s the future we fight for. Chronic pain steals
independence, freedom, and joy. At Spinal Simplicity, we
believe patients deserve more—lasting relief, restored
mobility, and renewed hope.

SI-BONE

SI-BONE, Inc. is a global leading medical device company
specializing in Sacropelvic Solutions®. SI-BONE utilizes its
iFuse Technology® to develop products to treat SI joint
dysfunction, spinopelvic fixation, and pelvic trauma. The
iFuse Implant System®, a proprietary minimally invasive
surgical implant system to fuse the sacroiliac joint, was
launched in 2009 to treat sacroiliac joint dysfunction. The
iFuse Implant System portfolio has expanded to include
iFuse Bedrock Granite® to provide a solid foundation in
spinal deformity surgery, and iFuse TORQ® & iFuse
TORQ TNT® for treatment of pelvic trauma including
sacral fragility and insufficiency fractures. With more
than 140,000 procedures worldwide performed by 4,900+
surgeons, and 185+ publications, iFuse is the leading choice
in the surgical treatment of sacropelvic disorders.
https://si-bone.com/



TONIX is a fully integrated commercial biotechnology
company focused on the central nervous system,
immunology, and infectious and rare diseases. Our team is
working to address complex, chronic, and often invisible
conditions with the goal of transforming medicines for the
future.
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VIVEX BIOLOGICS

Vivex Biologics is an allograft pioneer dedicated to
improving patient care through innovative technologies
with an unwavering focus on safety. Building on 50+ years
as the nation’s first tissue facility, Vivex harnesses the
power of tissue donation to deliver allograft solutions for a
range of orthopedic, spine, and wound applications.

VERTEX

Vertex invests in scientific innovation to create
transformative medicines for people with serious diseases.
Through cutting-edge science across multiple modalities, it
has approved medicines that treat the underlying causes
of multiple diseases and conditions and has a broad and
deep clinical pipeline.
Learn more at www.vrtx.com

TONIX MEDICINES



NOTES
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	COMMERCIAL EXHIBITION
	The exhibition will be open from Friday, September 18 through Saturday, September 19. Delegates will have the opportunity to meet representatives of pharmaceutical and diagnostic equipment companies at their booths to discuss new developments and receive up-to-date product information.

	PROGRAM CHANGES
	The organizers cannot assume liability for any changes in the scientific program. Organizers will do their best to keep the participants up to date, and any possible changes in the program will be immediately communicated.

	LOST AND FOUND
	Any found item may be turned into the Registration Desk. Inquiries about lost items can be directed to the Registration Desk also.

	MOBILE PHONES
	Please respect the speakers and presenters by ensuring that your mobile phone is switched off during the scientific sessions.




	FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2026
	8:15 - 8:30 AM
	Mayank Gupta, MD, Ted Braun, MD

	Session 1 (8:30-10:00 AM)
	Moderator: Samuel Murala, MD
	Opioid Prescribing Fundamentals & Risk Stratification
	8:30 - 9:00 AM
	Samuel Murala, MD

	9:00-9:20 AM
	Morteza Rabii, DNP, APRN, AGPCNP-BC

	9:20-9:40 AM
	Nabil Sibai, MD

	9:40-10:00 AM
	Zohra Hussaini, MSN, FNP-BC, MBA

	10:00-10:30 AM


	Session 2 (10:30 AM – 12:15 PM)
	Moderator: Samuel Murala, MD
	Medication Management — Opioids & Adjuvants
	10:30-10:50 AM
	Samuel Murala, MD


	10:50-11:10 AM
	11:10-11:30 AM
	Opioid-Induced Hyperalgesia: Recognition, Prevention & Management

	11:30-11:50 AM
	Role of Topical Analgesics in Acute & Chronic Pain

	11:50–12:10 PM
	12:10-12:15 PM
	Q&A
	12:15-1:15 PM
	Lunch Symposium



	Session 3 (1:15-3:20 PM)
	Moderator: Zohra Hussaini, MSN, FNP-BC, MBA
	Special Populations & Challenging Clinical Scenarios
	1:15-1:35 PM
	Opioid Management in Cancer Survivorship & Palliative Care: Balancing Efficacy & Risk

	1:35-1:55 PM

	1:55- 2:15 PM
	Urine Drug Monitoring: Interpretation, Emerging Assays & Medicolegal Implications
	Samuel Murala, MD


	2:15-2:40 PM
	Next Generation Compounds for Epidural Injection: Review of Data and Efficacy
	Sri Nalamachu, MD


	2:40-2:55 PM
	Panel Discussion: Allogeneic Allograft for Discogenic Pain
	Panel members:  Andrew Sack, MD, Jeff Foster, MD,
	Timothy Sowder, MD

	2:55 - 3:30 PM
	Coffee Break


	Session 4 (3:30-5:15 PM)
	Moderator: Allison Bell, MD
	3:30-3:50 PM
	Fibromyalgia and Sublingual Cyclobenzapine Pharmaceutical Implications
	Andrea Chadwick, MD

	3:50-4:00 PM
	Novel Non-Opioid Na 1.7 Inhibitors and their Role in Pain Management
	Usman Latif, MD

	4:00-4:15 PM
	Percutaneous  Anterior Cruciate Ligament Reconstruction
	Paras Shah, MD

	4:15-4:30 PM ​
	Panel Discussion: Regenerative Medicine; PRP vs. Stem Cells
	Moderator: Usman Latif, MD
	Panel members: Sherin Fetouh, MD, Hemant Kalia, MD, Nabil Sibai, MD, Alexander Escobar, MD
	4:30-5:30 PM
	7:00-10:00 PM


	SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 2026
	7:30-8:30 AM
	Breakfast Symposium Sponsored by Vertex

	Session 5 (8:30-9:50 AM)
	Moderator: Hemant Kalia, MD
	Spinal Interventions —
	Evidence & Best Practices
	8:30-8:50 AM
	8:50-9:10 AM

	9:10-9:30 AM
	9:30-9:50 AM
	9:50-10:15 AM
	Coffee Break



	Session 6 (10:15 AM-12:00 PM)
	Moderator: Rany T. Abdallah, MD
	Peripheral & Regenerative Interventions
	10:15-10:45 AM
	10:45-11:05 AM
	11:05-11:20 AM
	11:20-11:35 AM
	Panel Discussion: Prior Authorization, Payers’ Policies & Advocacy: Protecting Patient Access to Interventional Pain Care and Reimbursement
	Moderator: Amol Soin, MD
	Panel members: Hemant Kalia, MD, Malia Shirley, Dawn Sparks, DO

	11:35-11:50 AM
	Panel Discussion: PNS for Focal Neuropathic Pain
	Moderator: Konstantin Slavin, MD
	Panel members: Shravani Durbhakula, MD, Alexander Escobar, MD, Rodney Jones, MD, Hess Panjeton, MD

	11:50 AM -12:00 PM
	Award Presentation

	12:00-1:00 PM
	Saturday Lunch Symposium Sponsored
	by Boston Scientific
	Speaker: Sailesh Arulkumar, MD, Hess Panjeton, MD




	Session 7 (1:00-3:00 PM)
	Moderator: Jeff Foster, MD
	Back Pain: Unveiling the future of Minimally Invasive Spine Surgery/Interventions.
	1:00-1:15 PM
	Panel Discussion: Minimally Invasive Posterior Arthrodesis. How effective is it? Pearls for Successful Outcomes
	Moderator: Usman Latif, MD
	Panel Members: Christopher Lam, MD, Timothy Sowder, MD,
	Danny Neuman, MD, Saad Syed, MD

	1:15-1:30 PM
	Endoscopic Discectomy: Path to Training, Coding and Insurance Coverage Update
	Didier Demesmin, MD


	1:30-1:45 PM
	1:45-2:00 PM​
	2:00-2:15 PM
	Vivek Mehta, MD

	2:15-2:40 PM​
	2:40-3:00 PM
	Pankaj Mehta, MD

	3:00-3:30 PM

	Session 8 (3:30-4:30 PM)
	Moderator: Shravani Durbhakula, MD
	3:30-3:50 PM
	3.50-4:10 PM

	4:10-4:30 PM
	4:30-5:30 PM
	9:00 PM onward
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